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CombiStats online
Training module 1

Introduction to the online application



3 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

Content

• Introduction 

• Workspace

• File and folder management

• Data entry, analysis options & audit trail

• Batch creating .epax files



4 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

The CombiStats Software

• Statistical analysis of data of dilution assays in accordance with Ph. Eur. Chapter 5.3
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Some figures

• Desktop version release in 1999 to OMCLs, in 2005 to non-OMCLs

• Used by 394 organisations (960 licences) worldwide in 2023

• CS-online release in 2024

• Users’ expectations (top 3)

• User identification (individual login/password)

• More interactivity (e.g. information/error messages)

• Audit trail
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Sustainable tool using a modern programming language

Flexible licence management system

• EDQM Store: 1 licence = n users/seats

• Possibility to assign and revoke users

Dedicated workspace for your organisation

• Access by login/password

• Folders & files creation, management, sharing

• Import of CombiStats Desktop 5.0 to 7.0 files

Modern & interactive interface

• Better flow of analysis options

• Enhanced graphical views

• Information and error messages

• Template, file protection

• PDF report, audit trail
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Notes for guidance in free access

• https://combistats.edqm.eu/home/ 

Technical requirements

• Computer with access to the Internet, 

Chrome or Edge browsers

• Acrobat Reader for viewing PDF reports, 

MS Excel for viewing extra analysis 

results

https://combistats.edqm.eu/home/


8 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

Timelines

• July 2024: Go live

• Free licence until 31 Oct. 2024

• Q3 2024

• No renewal: CombiStats stops on 31 Oct. 2024

• Renewal: CS-online licence for 1 year

  + CS-desktop until 31-Mar-2025 (transition)

• Next year

• No renewal: CS-online stops after 1 year (from 
the date of activation of the CSID code)

• Renewal: CS-online available for 1 more year

➔ Activation code

CS-desktop

CS-online
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User account creation
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User account activation

1. Click the link received by email 2. Create a password

3. Sign in to activate your account
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How many seats users (seats) for your organisation? 

• EDQM webshop: https://store.edqm.eu/index.html

Enter the 
number of seats 

(users) here.

https://store.edqm.eu/index.html
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Example

• First order: a licence for 2 seats (users)

• Second order: 3 additional seats (same workspace)

• Licence for 3 seats in another workspace

CSID code to 
activate the 
workspace

CSID code to 
extend the 
workspace

Validity: 1 year from 
licence activation 
date (anniversary 

date)

Validity: anniversary date of first order

CSID code to 
activate the 
workspace

Validity: 1 year 
from licence 

activation date

Workspaces do not communicate between each other
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Workspace: secure & collaborative working environment



15 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

Workspace activation

➔ Activation code = licence key = CSID
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Each organisation can manage access to the workspace

Assign user (one-at-a-time)

Assign multiple users (at once)

This page is accessible to licence managers only
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Licence manager (LM role)

A user who can:

• Enter CSID codes to activate/renew the workspace

• Assign users to the workspace, give LM roles

• Revoke users from the workspace, revoke LM roles (including him/herself)

• Create, edit, delete user groups

• Manage files and folders

Note. Revoke a user…

The user can give read/write access to their folders 
before being revoked. Alternatively, a LM can do it.
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User group

How to share a folder with several users (in bulk):

 ➔ create a user group

 ➔ share the folder with the group
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Remarks

• You cannot access CS-online unless your account has been assigned to a seat. 
Assignment to a seat is managed by a licence manager (see previous slide)

• A same email address cannot be used with several workspaces

• Licence renewal: place an order (webshop or email)

https://www.edqm.eu/en/lp-combistats E-mail notifications to licence manager(s) 1 month and 2 weeks before expiry

- Renewal: enter the new CSID code

- No renewal: workspace locked

  Homepage:

  Renewal after expiry still possible If you know that you will stop using 
CS-online for a long period, export 
files locally (files are automatically 
deleted 3 years after their date of 

creation).

https://www.edqm.eu/en/lp-combistats
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Remarks

• In case where the workspace has only one seat (user is necessarily licence manager)

• Notices

If changing positions, this user should transfer the licence 
ownership to his/her replacement

The new licence manager will have full access to folders & files   

The EDQM processes your 
data based on the Council 
of Europe Regulations on 
the Protection of Personal 

Data (CERPPD).

Data is processed by a server of the 
EDQM located in France.

1. General aspects: e.g. governance, 
development policy, risk & incident 
management

2. Data protection: e.g. user access, 
data encryption, data retention

3. Infrastructure: e.g. security, 
availability & resilience, recovery
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Remarks

• Should I transfer all my epa files (CS-desktop) to the workspace? NO

➔ Files are deleted 3 years after their creation (the EDQM server is not meant to become a database)

    Option:

- Store legacy files (epa, epc) locally in case where you would need to import them to CS-online 
for reanalysis

- Export files (epax, epcx) on a regular basis unless PDF reports (raw data, analysis options, 
calculated results, audit trail) are enough

After reviewing the user manual, I noticed that it only allows importing 
files one at a time. Given that we have over 15 years’ worth of work in 
.epa format, this process would be quite time-consuming for us.
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Validation

https://combistats.edqm.eu/faq/link/87/

Release notes
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Overview

Actions

Import CS-desktop files

Create folders, files

Search, rename

Copy, move to

Export (zip file) / import

Add to my Favourites

Share (read-only or read-write)

Trash: items remain 30 days in 
the trash after deletion. Can be 
restored or deleted permanently
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Remarks

• Permissions are set at the level of parent-folders

The 1st parent-folder is 
shared. I have access to 

all its content

• Templates (.epmx)

Only .epax files created from a template can 
inherit the protection level of the template

An .epax file created from scratch cannot be 
protected

However, at any time, a file can be published 
in ‘read-only’ mode

Template.epmx

Assay.epax

Combined.epcx



26 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

Content

• Introduction 

• Workspace

• File and folder management

• Data entry, analysis options & audit trail

• Batch creating .epax files



27 © EDQM, Council of Europe, 2024. All rights reserved.

Features
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Confidence levels, correlation/determination coefficients

Desktop version (90% conf. level) Online application (95% conf. level)
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Taskbar and analysis options
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Create a new record

Taskbar in editor

2. Enter the record type and name, select destination folder and assay set-up

1. Create a new record
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Import a record

Taskbar in editor

2. Browse to and select the file you wish to import, then click on Open.

1. Import from file…
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Data entry

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/

EN01 Information And Remarks
EN02 Taskbar 
EN05 Preparations Table
EN06 Rawdata Tables
EN07 Show Design
EN08 Table of Blank Results

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/
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Data entry options

Taskbar
Wizard

Rawdata reference 
Table|Dose|Rep

Corresponding 
response
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Data analysis options

Wizard Advanced options

EN03 Wizard Options
EN04 Advanced Options

The list of the available 
Wizard and Advanced 
options depend on the 

Assay, Response variable 
and Model

For more details refer to 
https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/
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Summary statistics
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Potency and effective dose values

Precision Recovery
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Graphics
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Audit trail

Each time the assay is published a new version is created and 
differences to previous published version are recorded

Meta-data for each version: 
date, GMT time and username

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/

EN22 Audit trail

User can add a comment 
and protect the sheet

The modifications and 
comments for each version 

• displayed in the report

• can be accessed by 
clicking in the version in 
the revisions section

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/
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How to automate data entry into .epax files?  

E.g.

Microplate reader1.

2.

3. 4.

➔ See demo
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Useful links

• Institutional website

https://www.edqm.eu/en/lp-combistats

• FAQs, privacy, security notices

https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/

• User guide (sign in first)

https://combistats.edqm.eu/user-manuals/combistats_user_guide.pdf/

https://www.edqm.eu/en/lp-combistats
https://combistats.edqm.eu/help/
https://combistats.edqm.eu/user-manuals/combistats_user_guide.pdf/
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Stay connected with the EDQM
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Thank you for your attention 

EDQM Newsletter: https://go.edqm.eu/Newsletter
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/edqm/
X: @edqm_news
Facebook: @EDQMCouncilofEurope
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