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4 November 2024, Strasbourg, France 

Newsletter Transplant 2024 – Organ donation increases globally 

A new edition of Newsletter Transplant has just been published, presenting data on donation 

and transplantation activities worldwide in 2023. 

This report is produced annually thanks to the invaluable support of the Spanish Organización 

Nacional de Trasplantes (ONT), which co-ordinates the collection, compilation and analysis of 

international data annually through a vast network of health authorities and officially 

designated individuals involved in donation and transplantation activities. Newsletter 
Transplant is prepared under the aegis of the European Committee on Organ Transplantation 

(CD-P-TO) of the European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines & Healthcare 

(EDQM)/Council of Europe. It is part of the CD-P-TO’s efforts to benchmark donation and 

transplantation programmes, which will contribute to increasing organ availability and 

improving the effectiveness of transplantation systems, and thus to improving access to good 

quality healthcare. 

This year’s report covers a record 89 countries. Organ transplantation activities increased 

globally by 9% in 2023, an increase driven by an expansion of both deceased and living 

organ donation over 2022. Donation after the circulatory determination of death gained an 

extraordinary importance in the past year, since one out of four deceased donors in the world 

had been declared dead by circulatory criteria. 

In 2023: 

• 42 576 organ transplants were performed in 1 040 transplantation centres in 

Council of Europe member states. 

• These organ transplants were made possible by 12 592 deceased and 9 761 living 

donors. 

• The most frequent types of organ transplants were: 

o kidney (26 243 or 62% of total transplants), 

o liver (10 684 or 25% of total transplants), 

o heart (2 668 or 6% of total transplants) and 

o lungs (2 287 or 5% of total transplants). 

However: 

• 56 032 new patients were added on waiting lists for transplantation in 2023, or 

about six new patients added every hour. 

• In total, 7 054 people died while on a waiting list last year, or an average of 

19 patients every day. 

Petra Doerr, EDQM Director, commended the dedication of healthcare professionals, and 

donors and their families alike. She further commented, “Organ, tissue and cell donation has 

the potential to save lives or profoundly improve the quality of life of patients. It also 

constitutes a profound expression of human solidarity. The EDQM’s commitment to setting 

global standards for the quality and safety of substances of human origin ensures that 

donations are protected, ethical, and available to all who need it. 

https://www.edqm.eu/en/newsletter-transplant
https://www.ont.es/
https://www.ont.es/
https://www.edqm.eu/en/organisation-work-programme-organs-tissues-cells
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It is also noteworthy that the new EU Regulation on Substances of Human Origin,1 published 

in June 2024, recognises the Council of Europe guides on the quality and safety of blood, and 

tissues and cells, as a technical reference, hence acknowledging the important value of our 

work. Our efforts are more vital than ever, paving the way for equitable access to 

transplantation and safeguarding the dignity and rights of donors and recipients across Europe 

and beyond.” 

Beatriz Domínguez-Gil, ONT Director, added: “Without doubt, the monitoring of practices in 

the donation and transplantation of substances of human origin across countries that is made 

possible by the Newsletter Transplant is essential for the sake of transparency of practices and 

international benchmarking. An important conclusion from the data collected is that organ 

transplantation activities are increasing, and hence better serving the increasing demand of 

organs for transplantation. Still, further efforts are required to address organ shortage and the 

consequences of the inability of countries to cope with the transplant needs of their population. 

The way forward is well described in the Santander Statement, deriving from the Global 

Summit in Transplantation that was organized during the Spanish Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union, and in Resolution 77.4 of the World Health Assembly.2” 

The Newsletter Transplant 2024 indeed highlights these two important documents adopted 

during the year: 

• The Santander Statement, the main result of the Global Summit “Towards Global 

Convergence in Transplantation: Sufficiency, Transparency and Oversight”, organised by 

the ONT in the framework of the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 

assisted by the EDQM, the European Society for Organ Transplantation (ESOT), and The 

Transplantation Society (TTS), co-sponsored by the World Health Organization (WHO) and 

supported by the International Society of Nephrology (ISN). The statement provides high-

level recommendations aimed at improving patient care, making progress towards 

sufficiency in transplantation, ensuring transparency and oversight of practices, 

strengthening the prevention of human trafficking for the removal of substances of human 

origin (SoHO) and trafficking in SoHO, and fostering responsible innovation in the clinical 

use of SoHO. 

• World Health Assembly (WHA) Resolution 77.4.2 It urges member states to take actions to 

face pressing challenges in the field and requests, among others, the WHO Secretariat to 

support countries through the development of a Global Strategy in Transplantation, 

expected to be presented at the 79th WHA in May 2026. 

Further information 

Data collected is hosted by the Global Observatory on Organ Donation and Transplantation 

(www.transplant-observatory.org), developed and maintained by the ONT. Newsletter 
Transplant also includes data collected via the Eurocet platform by the Centro Nazionale 

Trapianti (CNT) in Italy on the donation, procurement, processing, distribution and clinical use 

of tissues and cells from a significant number of countries 

 

1. Regulation (EU) 2024/1938 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 on standards of quality and safety 

for substances of human origin intended for human application and repealing Directives 2002/98/EC and 2004/23/EC. 

2. WHO Resolution WHA77.4 – Increasing availability, ethical access and oversight of transplantation of human cells, tissues and 

organs. 

http://www.transplant-observatory.org/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401938
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401938
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_R4-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_R4-en.pdf
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Find out more about European Donation Day (EDD) – the European day for organ, tissue and 

cell donation and transplantation – at www.edqm.eu/en/edd. 

Learn more about the work of the EDQM and the CD-P-TO in the field of organ donation and 

transplantation at https://go.edqm.eu/CDPTO. 

The Newsletter Transplant can be downloaded for free at https://go.edqm.eu/NLTransplant; 

paper copies can be ordered through the EDQM WebStore: https://store.edqm.eu. 

Contact: Anca Petrisor, Communication and Events Division, EDQM, Council of Europe 

Tel.: +33 (0)3 90 21 43 33 – E-mail: anca.petrisor@edqm.eu 

Note for the Editor: Further information is available on the internet site www.edqm.eu. 

The European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines & HealthCare (EDQM) is a structural part of the 
Council of Europe. The EDQM traces its origins in the statute to the Convention on the Elaboration of a 
European Pharmacopoeia, opened for signature in 1964. Today, 39 member states of the Council of 
Europe have ratified the convention and more than 30 countries from all over the world participate in 
EDQM activities as observers. The EDQM promotes and protects human and animal health by developing 
standards and supporting their implementation. It is active in four major policy areas: medicines, 
pharmaceutical care, substances of human origin and consumer health. EDQM staff represent almost 
30 different nationalities and its work is supported by a network of nearly 2 000 experts from all over 
the world. 

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote 
democracy and human rights continent-wide. It also develops common responses 
to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 46 member states. 

http://www.edqm.eu/en/edd
https://go.edqm.eu/CDPTO
https://go.edqm.eu/NLTransplant
https://store.edqm.eu/
mailto:anca.petrisor@edqm.eu
https://www.edqm.eu/en/

